Moths, Monkeys, Morphos
and More of Panama

Or

25 Cents for Number One or
50 Cents for Number Two, Oh Boy!

by Wade Wander



The photographers:
FP = Fred Pfeifer
JS = Jim Springer
JB = Joe Burgiel

Unattributed photos
are by the presenter

? means unidentified species



People my age are always on the lookout for bathrooms =
no matter the cost! o
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The butterfly trip list was
a bit more than 360 speciesx
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First, a few flowers
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Plants in the Costaceae family have

Costus guanaiensis _ th _ ve
iImportant medicinal and cosmetic applications

Jf. spiral ginger

A

The Rubiaceae family contains
more than 600 genera, including Coffea,
which is the source of coffee



Cockroaches are closely related
to mantids.

People of “civilized” countries freak out
when they see little cockroaches. Imagine
their reactions to a bunch of these
giants scampering about!
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walking sticks

The northern walking stick is the
only species of stick insect
found in NJ, but more than

2000 species occur in the tropics.




grasshoppers

Note long antennae, and spines on tibia.
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weird katydids

eaf-mimic type katydid
Pycnopalpa bicordata



dead-leaf mimic Katydid
Pterochrozinae

~
Katydids are among
the favorite foods
» of monkeys.




mantisfly in the order Neuroptera
which includes lacewings,
antlions, fish flies, etc.
These are neither mantids nor flies!
Several spp. occur in NJ.

wasp, fly, bee, or
none of the above?

moth (note pectinate antennae)
that mimics wasps




Heliconia Bug
Leptoscelis tricolor,



Flag-footed bug (Anisoscelis sp.)

similar to our leaf-footed bugs but
much more extravagant







leafthopper sp.

Very diverse group of tiny
plant-sucking true bugs,
with thousands of species
In the tropics




WMialnemairva ceoStalllcensis

Many species of insects (not just moths)
and spiders are attracted to lights at night

planthopper sp.




Emerald Cicada
(Zammara olivacea)

‘M The tiny cicada is not a nymph but
an adult of a very small species




Assassin Bugs

Zelurus spinidorsis
tarantula killer mimic

Note curved rostrum (like a beak)
under the head of both species. _ JF
Assassin bugs inject enzymes N o L
into their prey through the rostrum P A
and then suck up the liquified remains.
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Beetles

tortoise




. - Ceiba tree

* g @i
Ceiba Borer Bt Malvaceae -

(Euchroma gigantea)

2-2.5”

The elytra (wing coverings)

and pronotum are metallic

shiny and are incorporated
into jewelry made by
indigenous peoples.
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G "f Tiger beetles are one of the
S Jeast diverse groups of beetles.

Weevils are by far the most
diverse group of beetles




rubyspat sp.

Odonates

Flame-tailed Pondhawk isS

~



7p.
9
—
C
O
(@)
©
o
©







Spartan moth set-'up~ -
at the Canopy Tower

Most species of moths are nocturnal
and easily attractedto
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Walker’s Moth (Sosextra grata)—Erebidae
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Other Moths

Erebidae is a superfamily
that includes tiger moths




The Vine Moth occurs up into
the southeastern U.S.
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Copaxa rufinans
Saturniidae (si!k moths)
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Hylesia continua
laying eggs
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more silk moths (Saturniidae)

A. centrojaso very similar to our

11 \; Oak Worm Moths
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Adeloneivaia subangtlata

e A

what’s up
Y with this?




“Wood Chip” moths
g. Pentobesa?

f. Notodontidae







Paramacna natierrar |

Tecmessa rarata




Moresa sp.
Notodontidae

@eenostolopsis apicalis?




and the moths keep coming...
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rosia nigropunctigera Megalopyge tharops




lo Moth
(Automeris metzli)
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Is like walking through a patch of
stinging nettle.




morpho sp. .
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Tersa Sphinx—adults >a
into NJ from the sf’
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The caterpillars of some species
of flannel moths have venomous spines
iImbedded within the hairs that can cause severe
distress to some people.
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Huntsman spider
(Curicaberis sp.)

Wolf Spider\
B
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These round webs may be
constructed by immatures
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Cat-eyed Snake

. Blotched Snailsucker )
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Whitg-fa'éed
Capuchin
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Brown-throated
Three-toed Sloth
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SUchias specialized mothsiand
Symbioticirelationship
StSE=and no,ifdidinot m




Primary predator
of sloths
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Bat Falcons \
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Common Potoo
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White-vented Plumeleteer




Panama—
a great place
to hang around!




