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There were over 9000 records submitted in 2010
with about 8600 remaining after duplicates and
questionable reports werc elirninated. There were over
50 reports of trips that looked in vain for specially
localized species, such that finding zero Arctic Skippers
or Frosted Elfins is alrnost as important finding some.

I've learned a lot over the four yearc, both about
butterflies and producing this report. The variations in
weather and the coinciding of good butterfly weather
with weekeods, influences the likelihood that observers
will encounter the very local species, for example, those
listed by Sharon Wander as "Butterfly Species to Track
in 201 I".

Highlights of 2010 were certainly the very many
early records, Giant Swallowtail "abundance", Bronze
Coppers in Vernon and invasion of Little Yellow. Many
species registered all time early records, ffid a few all
time late records.

All-time Early Records: Although 2009 produced
only one all-time early (Oak Hairstreak) and one all time
late (Hobomok Skipper) record, there were 30 all-time
early records and S late records set or tied in2Al0. This
is truly amazing. Does it foretell long term trends.
Certainly 2011 is NOT breaking many early records

Pearly-Eye 2A11 . Jim Springer has kindly
offered to take over the Pearly-Eye for 2011.

WEATHER FOR 2O1O
Hyryerbole about weather has become common place, but
even then 2010 was an exception in the competition to be the
hottest, wettest and also driest.

The 2009-2010 winter wiur the third wettest on record
(since 1895), and the wettest since L979. Feb 2010 was the
snowiest Feb in many parts of the state (although snow cover
lasted longer in 2010-201 l). The spring was the warmest
ever and the year closed in 3d place for warrn temperatures.
This accounts for the incredible number of record early
reports, ffid the general consensus that many species of
butterflies were out earlier this year. Most months had above
average temperature and below average precipitation. Each
month from March to Aug wiul among the hottest ever,
making the period Jan-Aug the 2d wiumest ever,
corresponding to lots of butterfly reports. Conversely,
although most of Nov and Dec were not conducive to
butterfly or watcher activity, the early season allowed some
species (e.g. Delaware Skipper) to squeeze in an additional
brood and set a late record.

January: No prolonged snow cover. Heavier snow in sNJ.
February: Temp reached 4lF on2/3, but last half of month
quite snowy with accumulation and snow cover. In parts of
NJ it was the snowiest Feb on record.
March: 60" on Mar 6, Heavy Noreaster on Mar l3th. First
70o day on Mar 18. Beautiful butterfly days Mar 17-21.
April: Tied for the warmest Apr on record. Excellent
butterfly weather the first week with record temperature of
90F on Apr 7'h,
May: Warmest spring since 1895.
June: Hottest June on record. Rainfall below normal.
July: Hot and dry. Overall rainfall was below normal, but
inland areili such as Hunterdon Co. saw up to 10", while
coastal areas felt a drought.
Aug: tlryical hot dry Aug. Overall the Jan-Aug2010 period
ranked 2nd hottest (only 1998 was warmer).
Sept. Warmer and dryer than average.
Oct: More norrnal temperatures and above average rain.
Nov: First killing frost Nov l. Several clear warmish days in
mid-month.
Dec. No butterfly weather, and no Dec. records of any
butterfly including sNJ. 80% of days were below normal
temperature.
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Observers submitted more than 9000 butterfly reports for 2010.
After winnowing out duplicates, the final count is about 8600
reports far more than in any preceding year. These reports by 60+
observers included 97 species and over 60,000 individual
butterflies. The 97 species in 2010 compEues with 94 in 2009, 100 in
2008 and 100 in 2007 .

DISCLAIMER: I have questioned "unlikely" records submitted on
rare or out-of-range species, and have requested photo
documentation in such cases. Non-accepted, but not impossible
records, included a putative Milbert's Tortoiseshell at Sandy Hook,
an unlikely location for an elusive species. Users of the Pearly-Eye
information should take into account that for some sight records
uncertainty ranges frorn possible to likely. Also, some rare species
may be overlooked because of their presumed unlikeliness (for
example, Checkered White occurrences may be obscured among the
abundant Cabbage Whites).

Also, for many habitat specialists or localized species, the
number of reports depends on exactly when and how often
observers visit those sites at the right seilion in a given year.

For each species the frequency of reports is obtained by
dividing the number of 2010 reports for the species by the total
number of 2010 reports (8600). This takes into account that the
number of observations of any species is dependent on the overall
amount of field activity. Thus Dun Skipper with 125 reports in
2010 ( L46o of total) was relatively less frequent than in 2009 (66
reports : 1.52o/o of total). This is an imperfect meFic,

Sharon Wander kindly provided detailed copy-editing,
however, any [pos that remain are my own responsibility.

M COCHFELD

Plpevine Swallowtail: Observations are confused because of many
releases of captive-reared bufferflies in several places. Some of
these releases have "takerl," with recurrent sightings of "wild"
adults in SOM:Somerset, prior to release of 2010 adults. There
were about 37 sightings, unrelated to recent releases. The 4lll
report from MOR:Randolph Twp [VC] was two weeks earlier than
the previous record. A sparse Apr-May brood was followed by a
five-week gap, and then, judging from reports of worn and fresh
individuals, two overlapping broods in Jul-Aug and Aug-Sept. The
only report from its Palisades stronghold was l4 on 8/9 [VC], well
below the 50 reported on 8/1012008 [VC].

Black Swallowtail: 17 5 records, but relatively similar proportion of
total reports (2.0oh in 2010 vs l.gyo in 2009). Eight reports from
SUS, MO& MON between 4/20 and 4124, then a gap followed by
daily reports 514 to 5/9, followed by another one-week Eag, with
only nine records from 5ll5 to 6/26. Then reported almost daily
from 6126 to 9125 with several doubledigit days.

Giant Swallowtail: After many 2008 late-summer sightings, at
least l6 singleton records from 8/l to 916/2009, and the discovery of
caterpillars on Prickly Ash in fall 2009, overwintering followed by
an early spring 2010 brood was anticipate. This expectation was

confirmed by I I reports from 5/4 to 51712010 including double
digits at SUS:AT Lands. Reports of this first brood continued
intermittently to 6/16. Second and larger brood reported from 7/lO
to 8/10 with six double-digit days including 30+ on 7129 SUS:AT
Lands [VCJ. Sightings became more sparse after Aug 14, with a 3'd
brood evident in late Aug & Sept. The 514 and 9124 records were the
earliest and latest reported for this species in nNJ. Hopefully these
records confirm re-establishment of this species in NJ.

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail: Relatively the same frequency as in
2009 (572 reports = 5.4o ). With almost continuous records after
417, it is diffrcult to discern discrete broods. Double digit days
clearly increase from 4130 to 5/15, then none in the ensuing 5 weeks
until the 4JCs began on 6127. A clear resurgence of higb counts
occurred from 7ll0 onward, with triple-digit days after 7121. The
high counts continued through mid-Aug. After a double-digit count
on 9/l I MON: Tatum Park [JS,PW], reports tapered off quickly to
the last sighting on 9125 MOR:Willowwood UB,MB:IJ. At
Sus:Whittingham at least l0 black females were seen among l5O-r'
Tigers INABAJ.

Spicebush Swallowtail: First on 4129 MER:Mercer Pk [HK: I ],
then regularly through Muy, June, and July. Double-digit days in
mid to late-July probably represent 2d brood. More double digits
from Aug 6- 19. Single numbers continued throughout Sept.

Checkered White: The Newark Airport colony site was visited on
four occasions. Most whites seen there are Cabbage White, but
unidentified whites were seen on 6116 [MG:IJ and 6130 [TV:4]-
There were no confirmed reports in 2009, two in 2008, ffid one in
2007 . The colony (or former colony), spans the border of Union and
Essex.counties. Checkered Whites frequently nectar on Camphor
Weed blooming along the fenceline of Parking lots P3 and Pl which
are mostly in Union Co.

Cabbage White: This species accounts for 9.lo/o of all reports-
The 3l17 SOM:Sornerset record ties the earliest 2009 report. Last
seen I l/15 SoM:Somerset Farms [PW=l]. No unusual numbers.

Falcate Orangetip: Relatively fewer reports than in 2008 or 2009
of this highly local species with populations in northwestern (SUS
& MOR) and cenbal (MON-MER) NJ. 414 M0R:Mountainside Pk
[JG=2J was a record early date (previous record 41812000). Reported
at Mercer Co. Park laying on Winter Cress (Barbarea wlgaris) but
nectaring on Garlic Mustard [HK]. At Riverbend Farm (in
Flatbrookville) uses Tower Mustard(Arabis glabra)uui a host plant
rather than Smooth Rock Cress (A. laevigata) as most other
populations in nNJ do, and emerges later in order to do so [JB].

Clouded Sulphur: Relatively as frequent in 2010 as in recent
years. First an 4lll SoM:Fairview Farm [JB:l] then regularly with
no gaps to the final date I l/13 SOM:Negri Nepote [PW: I ].
However, numbers increased from 6119 to 7/4 with additional peaks



Tllg to g/21, g/4 to 9t25, and l0/8 to I0l17. Double digits in early
Jct is typical for this sPecies.

Orange Sulphur: Substantially fewer records relatively in 2010

i3.3% of total) vs 2009 (5.2%) or 2008 ( 4.4o/o). Not reported until
1/ 10, with few Apr records. Reported frequently from 4130 through
10126 with a two-week gap followed by three Nov. sightings. Only
two double-- digit days before 6126. No obvious resurgence until
g/31, then nurnbers increased through 9/22. The triple-digit days at

SOM: Negrr Nepote in July 2009 were not repeated in 2010.

Cloudless Sulphur: Four records: 8ll SUS:Vernon [VC=l]' then
three records at MON:Sandy Hook 9/2 [KK=llJ, glll US'PW=?f,
and glZS [TH:l]. Only one record in 2009 compared with t5 in
2008 and 23 in 2007.

Little Yellow: After zero records in 2009 and one in 2008, 2010
represents an irnrption year, including many nwNJ records of this
rypically coastal southern immigrant. First reportedTll MON:Sandy
Hook [4Jc=l]-not a record early date., but preceeded any South
Jersey records. Next found 7122 with several late July-early Aug
reports. Then almost daily from Aug 26 to Sept 25. The seasion total
,i qZ reports was unprecedented, with 12 reports of double digits,
including about 80 at MID:Pigeon Swamp [CLJ.

Sleepy Orange: One report 9/6 MON:Sandy Hook [VC=l], after
no reports 2007-2009.

flanester: Only l6 reports, relatively fewer than in 2009 (0.2o/o vs

0.3o/o), and only 3 of these away from the MOR:Dismal Harmony
site where the 4129 [AK:IJ report was more than two weeks earlier
than previous record (5/l 412008). This site (discovered in 2007 by
Koster) was visited repeatedly, providing some information on at
least three distinct broods. Sightings were grouped into 4129-5126,
8/13-9 lL4, and 10/8-10/13. It was "absent" (not found) at Dismal
Harmony on 5/10 & 5120, 5130-6130 (one Walpack record on 6/14),
and absent again in most Aug visits. One report came from the
traditional SOM:Scherman Hoffman site (where missed in 2009),
fwo from SUS: Flatbrook-RoY WMA.

Amerlcan Copper: Probably a typical year, with same relative
frequency as in 2009 (1.5%'), and relatively slightly more frequent
than in 2008 and 2007 . Many double-digit days, particularly early in
season. Only triple-digit day was 7/10: SUS:Springdale 4JC=l 10.

Bronze Copper: A season highlight was the six reports, all from
SUS, of this rare and often missed species. First 6122 SUS:Sparta
Mtn [SW,WW:I] was "'wom." Next 6126 SUS:Canal Rd

[NABA=I]. These represent an early brood. Three Sept. records-
from SUS:AT Lands on 9/8, and twice on 9124,-were in different
areas, probably far enough apart to represent separate colonies

[VC]. 9124 wuui a record late date (previously 914).

Bog Copper: Another species on Sharon Wander's "Butterfly
Species ioTrack"t, but no 2010 records. Single records in 2008 and

2009. None in 2007. A highly local species that must be sought
specifically. NABA-nNJ mernbers found it on several trips
stuthward to Lakehurst, Collier's Mills, and Parker Preserve. A trip
to known nNJ habitat at Mashipacong Bog was spoiled by poor
weather.

HAIRSTR-EAKS: Most hairstreaks, except Banded wer€
remarkable by their continued virtual absence.

Coral [Iairstreak Is it spiraling into oblivion, with only 5 reports
compared with 7 in 2009 and 2008? Recorded from MOR, MlD,
MER, MON only.

Edwards Hairstreak Found near Scrub Oak in nwNJ and sNJ.
Upsurge to 8 reports in 2010, all from SUS between 6/19 and 7/10;
at least five separate sites: AT Lands, AT above Mecca Lake (high
of I l3 on 6/19 [mob], Crater Lk. Rd, Sunrise Mtn, Stokes SF.

Banded Hairstreak Recovered substantially in 2010 with 66
records after being designated "a candidate for the best (or worst)
disappearing act in 2009, with only 13 reports." Records widely
scattered with no unusual dates or numbers.

Ilickory [Iairstreak No records in 2010 or 2009. This species is
difficult to identiff, so photo-documentation and study are
recommended. Has it declined? Are people not bothering, or more
are they more reluctant to identiff it? Were some previous records
mis-identified? Perhaps all of the above. ReporB should be
supported with a photo wherever possible.

Strlped Hairstreak Same status for this declining spccics as in
2009. Fint on 6/7 SUS:Fredon [SW,WW=lJ.was a record early date
(previous record 6/16). All 9l records in north in SUS, MOR" BER.
But seen regularly by NABA-nNJ members on trips to Ocean Co.
(Lakehurst, Colliers Mills).

Oak Hairstreek: After the record early 2009 observation, this
erratic species was not recorded in 2010. Previously three reports in
2007, and one each in 2008 and 2009.

Brown Elfln: In nNJ, a highly local species that must be sought out.
Fewer reports (5) in 2010 than in 2009 (6) and 2008 (12). Fint on
4/ll MlD:Jamesburg [JS=l] and MoR:Mountainside [AB=l] tied
previous early record. Continues to be reliable at Crater Lake Rd
and also along ATat Millbrook Gap in Apr. Also seen at
MOR:Mountainside Pk, with the last 512 at SUS:Walpack
[SW,WW=3].

Hoary Elftn: This Bearberry specialist probably occurs in
scattered colonies from Ocean Co. soulhward, but all 2009 south
Jersey records (5) arefrom the BUR:Warren Grove site 4/13 to 5/9.
Max i0+ there on 5/9 INABA tipJ. This species has a wildly
disjunct rangefrom Nova Scotia to Alaska. No records in our area,
except for an historic record from Middles* Co. (no data
available). South Jerseyans have been challenged to find it away
from Wanen Grove [Jack O'Connor]

Frosted Ellin: No records since 2005. Several of the Elfins are
highly localized and the number of records reflects whether they
were looked for or not. Vain searches therefore become notable.
Jim Springer visited its former Assunpink site 3x in Apr-May 2010'
It was declining, before habitat management, and its host, Baptisia,
is still present. This species is vulnerable to bad habitat management
practices. Most South Jersey records are from Cape May Co:
Lizard Tail Swamp, but that population was greatly reduced by the
prolonged flooding in 2010 which wiped out much Baptisia,
reflected in smallemumbers in 201I [DS2].
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Henry's Elfin: This holly feeder occurs mainly on the Coastal
Plain, and our records are only frorn MON:Allaire & Sandy Hook,
althougb holly occurs more widely. Two 2010 records at Sandy
Hook on 4/l I [JG=3] and 4l2A [mob:20J. In nNJ and cNJ Henry's
is not ? species you just bump into while looking for other
butterflies. However, it is widespread in sNJ along with its Holly
host [DS2J.

Eastern Plne Elfin: Another highly local species on Sharon
Wander's list (Pearly-Eye 2009). This species occurs near pines in
nwNJ, mainly in SUS, and in the sNJ Pine Barrens, with no sites
known in between. The only two reports in 2010 were 4lll
MlD:Helmetta [JS=l] (a northern tip of pine barren habitat) and
5116 Sus:Riverbend Farm [JB=l].

'Ollve' Juniper Hairstreak: This is a fairly conspicuous and
widespread hairsfrealq corresponding to its widespread host, Eastern
Red Cedar. Relatively fewer reports in 2010 (32 = 0.4o/o) than in
2009 (21 - 0.5oh), and much less than in 2008 (54 reports). First
record was 4/ll MON:Sandy Hook UB:I0J.Spring records
continue to 5/16, then a gap until surnmer brood appeared 6127
SOM:Duke 4JC:3.

Hessel's Hairstreak: Only described in 1950, this species ranges
north to Maine, but despite records from Long Island and
Westchester, and Ocean-Burlington southwatd., none are known for
this White Cedar specialist from MER-MON north.

lVhite M flairstreak: l5 records is substantially more than 2009
and 2008, but there were 12 in 2007 despite far fewer total
submissions. Reports widely scattered including all-time early
report 4ll5 ESS: Montclair [AB=l] and all-time late record 10/13
MER:Trenton Marsh [CL: I J. Previous records were 4128189 and
l0lg/06.

Gray llalrstreak: Reports up frorn 2009, and widely scattered.
All-time early record of 412 MOR:Mountainside Pk [VC=2]
(previously 413 /2002).

Red-banded llairstreak: Relatively more reports for this
southerly species in 2010 (3 8:0.4Yo) than in 2009 ( I l, 0;3o/o), and a
more typical distribution, rnainly MOR and SOM, with only one
PAS record. The only SUS record wiut also unusually late: 10/10
SUS:KVSP [JB:l], after a three-week gap.

Eastern Tailed-Blue: No fiends obvious from 2007 to 2010.
Double-digit days 4122 to 5/2, then not again until 6113 to 6127. and
7 122 through Aug. Triple-digit days 8/30-9/ I I suggest a large 4'h
brood, and continued common with many double-digit days to 9129.
Then a two-week gap to the two Oct reports.

Spring Azure: Only one Mar report, but many beginning 4ll. What
seenui most striking is the relative dearth of records frorn cNJ:
HUN+MID+SOM+ MER+MON=I0. We used to see this often in
SOM:Somerset. Is the apparent decline an artifact of observation
activity? Most records 4/l to 516, after which a one-week gap with
only 4 mid-late May records. Pearly-Eye 2008 carried an article on
the current suggested taxonomy of tvures in NJ. Unless one makes a
concerted effort to identiff individuals to species or at least to color
form, it is somewhat arbitrary to divide aztre sightings into spring
and summer. Our spring-flying Spring Azures tend to be bright
blue, while our summer-flying "Summer" Spring Azures are often

quite white and moth-like. Holly Azure could occur in late spri ng
on Coastal Plain (MON) and Cherry Call occurs at the same time in
northwest NJ (D. Wright in Pearly-Eye 2008).

Summer Azure: Relative frequency of reports sirnilar to 2009. The
6ll early date is an arbitrary determination. The cutoff seerns
reasonable, with a clear decline in spring records after 5/6 and only
4 records 5/ 14-5129. No double-digit days other than 4JC.

Appalachian Azure: Only six records 5/8 to 6l*relatively fewer
than 2007-2009. This Black Cohosh specialist is among the local
species that needs to be sought out in areas with its hostplant.

Northern Metalmark: Seven reports of this localized species,
including 4 at SUS:KVSP.

Americatr Snout: A banner yer with 36 reports. A 5/6
Sus:HyperHumus [moFlJ was not early (earliest report
411712006), and was followed by a three-week gap.Unlike the two
habitat-resEicted previous species, this erratic butterfly could appear
almost anywhere, not necessarily close to its Hackberry host. Most
numerous at MON: Sandy Hook where up to 30 seen9/Z [KKJ.

Varlegated Fritillary: 13 reports'-intermediate between 2 in 20O9
and 3GF in 2007 and 2008. No reports before 6/27 and none after
9129, but a remarkable cotutt of 27 on 8127 at MON: Assunpink
IJSJ.

Great Spangled Fritillary: Relatively less frequent in 2010 3.2o/o)
than in 2009 (4.1yo), but record early report on 5/26
WAR:Hardwick Twp [SW,WW=IJ. As a gauge of relative
abundance, only 67 on Springdale 4JC compiued with 34 in 20O9
and 717 in 2008.

Silver-bordered Fritlllary: A highly local wet-meadow species-
The Mountrs Mills and Blue Mtn. Lake colonies persisted, and a new
site wiur found in the Sus:Flatbrook Valley on7/6 [FW:IJ.

Meadow Fritillary: 2010 had even fewer reports than 2009, which
was considered a down year. Away from SUS and WAR only two
MOR reporb, but this species has been recorded in SOM:Duke
Farms iN recently as 2008

Pearl Crescent: Frequency of reports quite stable 2007-2OlO.
Numbers generally low in 2010, Several April reports, all single
digits. Many double-digit reports 5/4 to 5114, then mainly single
digits until more double digits 6115 to 7ll8 and again 7/24 to 8/7,
and 8/13 to 9/14 (many high counts), and a lower peak 9ll9 to 9/25.
Mercer 4IC had 358 compared to 2084 in 2009 and 2826 in 2008.

Baltlmore Checkerspot: The 7 reports this year wut much lower
than 2009 ( 12) and 2008 or 2007 , but 612 SUS:Vernon [VC: I ]
report was earliest ever. As in 2009, only reported from SUS.

Question Mark: Frequency similar to 2009 and well below 2OA7 .
4122 sighting was a month earlier than the first 2009 sighting. This
species does not generally overwinter in cNJ or nNJ., except along
the coastal plain.

Eastern Comma: Overwinters as an adult; one of the first early-
spring butterflies and one of the last flying in late autum,n.



elatively less frequent in 2010 with 1 18 reports (l .1oA) compared
ith 94 reports (2-2%) in 2009.

ompton Tortoiseshell: Only 7 reports in 2010, half the number
t previous years. The report of l7 oN 3l2l MoR:Rockaway Twp
tRl wrui higher than recent maximum counts. 5 reports 3/18 to
/3, one on +tZZ and then two-month gap to last record 6125. No
ept records.

,lourning Cloak: Relatively fewer reports in 2010 (60:A.7oh) than

r 2009 (1+:l .7oh) or 2008 and 2007 . Reported regularly 317 to
l16, then two-week gap and only seven June, three July, one Aug,
nd one early Sept reports, followed by six reports from 9/19 to
012.

ylilbert's Tortoiseshell: No reports in 2010 or 2009- Recent

eports include only one in 2008 at SUS:Vernon AT, three in 2007,

wo in 2006, and an unprecedented 9 in 2005, all from SUS.

lncounters in recent yearc include Wallkill NWR, Vernon,
ilalpack, and KVSP, sites that were visited regularly in 2010

\merican Lady: Relative frequency about the same iN 2a09,
ower than ZAOI or 2008. Fewer reports ( I 16) than in 2008 and

20A7. First report an 4t7 SUS:AT Lands IVC=IJ was about three
weeks earlier itt* 2009, Then from 4/21 virnrally no gaps to last

report on l0l14. Spate of double-digit days 5ll5 to 5122 and again

I itg to 7131. Sporadic doubledigits thereafter.

painted Lady: Only l3 reports in 2010, the lowest in four years.

Red Admiral: A highlight of 2010 was heavy migration which
conEasted with 2009 and 2008. Movement first recorded 514, then

almost daily to 9125, with only 7 Oct records, last on 10129

SOM:Somerset [MG=l]. However, several peaks can be detected-

Double- and tripte-aigit days were common 516 to 5122. Then

mostly single Oigits to 6124, with several triple-digit reports 6125 to

612g. Except nor the 4JCs, no double digits again to 7130

sus:wallkill R. [TH=25+l and gllg HUD:Secaucus [BS=20J.

Common Buckeye: Many more reports ( 128:1.5%) than in recent
years, In z0og, most records were from SOM-MON-MER, with
bnly one each in SUS and MOR, whereas 2010 produced many

SU!-WAR-MOR records. One May and nine June records, then

becoming corunoner through July. Several double-digit days from
Aug 17. Five sightings in first half of Nov.

Red-spotted Purple: More frequent in 2010 (142 records=|.6%)
than 2007-2009. 512 WAR:White Lake [JB, MB=31 was earliest
ever. More or less continuous from 512 to 9122 then 17 day gap to
frnal record 10/10 SUS:Hyper Humus [TH:l]. Scattered double

digit days 612, 7 /3, 8/ 15 do not reveal discrete broods.

,,ll/hite Admiral' Two reports (same as 2007 and 2009): 612

Sus:Walpack [mob=lJ and 8/10 SUS:Fredon [SW,WW=I]'

Viceroy: Relative frequency in 2010 (l l4 reports:|.3o/o) similar to
2009 (S::l.Zoh). Recorded almost daily from 5l17 to 9125, with
four Sept records. No double-digit days until 7112, then sporadically
thereafter.

HackberrT Emperor: Some recovery in 2010 (41 records = 0.5%)
compared with only 9 in 2009. But only 5 reports from cNJ.

Tawny Emperor: Only l9 records, relatively fewer than in recent
yeani, with two from MER and fotr frorn MON. This species
continues to be unrecorded in MID-SOM-MER-HUN.

Northern Pearly-Eye: Status virnrally identical to 2009, 2008, and
2007. Recorded only in SUS-WAR-MOR-

Eyed Brown: Status appeius stable for this local species. The
browns 4re difficult to distinguish, and photo documentation is
desirable. 612 SUS:AT Lands [YC=Z] beats previous early record
614104. Nine reports from SUS:Vernon represent two colonies.
One report from Sus:Whifingham [WW, SW = l]' Often
numerous where it occuffi, so report of l0GF SUS:Canal Rd

INABA] is not unprecedented.

Appalachian Brown: Status similar to 2007, 2008' and 2009.
Sianered double-digit days. After first 5126 record, reported almost
daily to mid-Aug, then sporadically (eight reports) to last on 9/10.

Unidentilied Brown: 5116 MER:Princeton Greenway Meadows
Park [CW=/00-300]. Species should be documented in 201l.

Georgia Satyr: Record on 6/16 at OCE:Lakehurst Klots Bog
FW,WW=4J was considered " early." There is an old MON record,
butotherwise no recent recordsfrom our area of cNJ and nNJ..

Little Wood-Satyr: Relatively many fewer reports in 2010 [128
reports=l.5o l compared with 2009 [03 reports=2.4YoJ, but similar
to 2007 and 2008. Reported continuously 5/13 to 7112, then 5 July
and 2 Aug reports, last on 8/29 SOM:Wilren Twp [JS:IJ. Peak
night in late May.

Common Rlnglet: Fewer records in 2010 (54) and 2009 (23, than
in 2007 (45) and 2008 (56). Except for 4 MOR and 3 WAR reports,
all were in SUS. Record earliest date of 5/5 SUS:Camp Olympia
[FW=lJ. Previous record was 51712006.

Common Wood-Nymph: Relatively less frequent in 2010 (128
records = I.SVo) compared to 2009 (79 records=|.8o/o). Otherwise
status similar to recent years. 6ll I SUS:AT Lands [VC:l] is a new
early date (previously 6/1312005). Reported almost daily from 6/16
to 9ll I with two later records on 9/15 and 9121.

Monarch: Many indications of abundance in late summer 2010,
but actually relatively fewer reports (369 reports : 4.3o/al us 2009
(230 reports - J .3yo). Four May and two early-June reports, then
noted most days 6/ll through t0/30, but no Nov reports. Massive
migration occurred at Cape May 9ll9 (see article), but wtls barely
rnirrored in our area. Highest non4JC count 9119 HuD:Seacucus
[BS=49J.

Silver-spotted Skipper: Relatively less conunon than 2009 (3.98oh
vs 4.2oh), but earlier. Record early date 4122 MOR:Mountainside
Pk [VC] (previously 412612008). l3 reports in 2010 preceded the
earliest 2009 date of 5114. After a one-week gap, reported virnrally
daily from 4129 with no gaps until Sept 25. Only nvo Oct records,
with the latest l0/13 MER:Trenton Marsh [CL], Uing the all-time
late date. Several double-digit days after 5l15 with peak numbers
evident the 2nd and 4th weeks of June, l " week of AugUst, ild Aug
28-Sept 5.
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Long-tailed Skipper: No sightings in 2010, compared with one in
2009 and 4 in 2008.

Hoary Edge: l3 records from 6/5 to 7/10, mainly in SUS and
MOR., with single records from WAR and BER. The number of
sightings of this skipper varies considerably from year to year.

Southern Cloudywing: Eight records (compared with only 3 in
2009). First on 5/9 SOM:Negri Nepote [PW] is earliest by a week
(previously 5/15/93). Main brood 6/6 to7ll, and last seen on 8/14
SOM: Griggstown [mobJ.

Northern Cloudywing: Relatively half as common in 2010 (39
records : 0.45Y") as in 2009 (30 records = 0.9o/o). However, two
early records on 5/5 and 5/6 on SUS:AT and Canal Rd [VC]
(previous earliest record 517) Reported almost daily from 5/13 to
6/Lg, then a one-week gap to the latest records on 6125 and 6/26
SUS:Canal Rd [NABA:I].

Dreamy Duskywing: 7 scattered records frorn 4124 to 6/l l, none
in double digits. Recorded from SUS, MO& SOM, and MON.

Sleepy Duskywing: No reports in 2010. 2009 report w:ul from
SUS:Crater Lake Rd. 2008 reports from HUN:Milford Bluffs, a site
apparently not visited in 2010. Restricted to Scrub Oak habitats.
This is a habitat localized and generally single-brooded species, so
rhe number of sightings reflects visits to their specific habitat in the
spring.

Juvenal'g Duskywing: First on 4/7 SUS:Sussex Branch Tr.
[AK: I J was earliest by one day (418/2000). Last on 6/7
MOR:Wildcat Ridge [JB,MB :lJ. Juvenal's and Horace's
Duskyving are diffrcult to distinguish, sometimes even from
photographs. Juvenal's is generally believed to be single-brooded,
reported mainly in April and Mty, although various authors (J.8.
Smith 1910, Comstock ( 1940) and Shapiro ( I 966) identified some
2nd brood individuals. A 2nd brood individual would almost
certainly be passed over as a Horace's. But it would be reasonable
to pay iN much attention to possible Juvenal's in sumlner as to
possible Horace's in spring [MGJ.

fforace's Duskywing: Status fluctuates. More frequent reports in
2010 (30:0.35oh) than 2009 (t l=0.25o/o'), but not rN many as in
2007 (46:0.9o/o). The spring brood of this hard-to-identiff species is
little known and rarely reported. If they occur they are most likely
called "Juvenal's." First identified on 719 more than a month after
the last "Juvenal's" sighting. A 511012005 photograph examined by
several experienced NABA members elicited extensive discussion,
and sorne controversy and is "accepted" as the basis for the earliest
record [MG].

Wild Indigo Duskywing: Relatively twice as many reports
( I 63= I .9o/o) in 2010 compared with 2009 (41=0.94yo). First on 414
MOR:Mountainside Pk UG :ll more than a week earlier than
previous early record of 4113198. Aside from the 4JC, tro double-
digit days were reported before 819 BER:DeKorte [VQ=261, after
which double-digit days were frequent throu gh 917 . Crown Vetch
formerly planted along roadsides is getting overgrown, so this
species may decline. See detailed comments in Pearly-Eye 2009
regarding similar species.

Common Checkered Skipper: Relatively twice as many reports in
2010 (5H.58%) compared with the "low year" of 2009, but not as
frequent as 20A7 or 2008. There were no Apr-May records that
would indicate local overwintering. Indeed, no 2AL0 records until
6127 SOM:Duke 4IC. Amazing riple-digit day 9122 at SUS:KVSP
UB,TH,JS=I75]. Nov. records only at SOM:Negri Nepote, last on
I l/15 [PM=2].

Common Sootywing: Only 12 records of this once-conrmon
species, consistent with a slight, continuous decline in recent years.
No unusual dates. One double digit day 7128 SUS:DePew I
[SW,WW-17J. As its host is widespread, it is not clear why this
species has become so uncolnmon.

Arctic Skipper: Not found on several visits to its last known NJ
location in High Point SP [JB,MBJ. Last NJ report in 2005. [t was
first reported from NJ by Halliwell in the 1980s.

Swarthy Skipper: Status more or less stable over past fotu years.
Of 20 records, only one from SUS and one from BE& with the rest
from MOR southward. Only three field rip reports from MON:Big
Brook Parlc, so the 2010 max of 13 is palfiy compiued with 200+ in
2009 and 500+ in 2005 from that location.

Least Sklpper: Status relatively constant in recent years with 23O
reports in 20 l0 (2.7oh'). No unusual dates. First on 5/15
MON:Assunpink [JS=lJ, then almost daily reports to 9125, followed
by a one-week gap to the latest report l0/5 SUS:Muckshaw [TH4f .
Many double-digit days, with high numbers in the 6lt0 to 6/20,7/24
to 7131, 8/l I to 8/19, and 8/30 ta 914 periods, ffid avery clear peak
9l2l and 9122. The abundance and continuity of the data are
consistent with almost continuously overlapping, rather than
discrete, broods.

European Sklpper: The 48 records in 2010 is higher than in recent
yearc, but it seemed scarce in cNJ tMCl. Two records on 5120 and
5124 preceded the previous early date of 51251 20M. Only one MID
record" and none from MON or MER.

Fiery Skipper: Infrequently reported in 2010. 9 records 814 to lO/7
is well below the numbers seen in 2007 and 2008 but similar to
2009.

Leonard's Skipper: A highly local and vulnerable species, with L 4
singleton records (nine from SUS:Fredon (Wanden' yard) the rest
from SUS:AT lands, frorn 8/8 (tying previous early record) to 9/2O.
About l5 sites have been docurnented in previous Pearly-Eye
issues, "all of which support only a few individuals" (SW 2009).
This species should be listed as threatened in NJ [MGJ.

Cobweb Sklpper: Stratus apparently stable, with 2-5 teports
annually for the 2007-2A10 period. The 4122 MOR:Mountainside Pk
tVCl sighting ties the previous early record. Four records from 4/22
to 5/16, including a very high coutt of 20 on 5/15 MOR:
Mountainside Pk [JGJ. This species flies early in the season, ffid
bad weather may have discouraged field trips during this period.

Indian Skipper: Slightly rnore reports in 2010 than in recent years.
No unusual dates, but the 5/15 MOR:Mountainside Pk [JG:40J
count was much higher than recent season maximums.



Peck's Skipper: One of the commonest skippers in both nNJ and

cNJ. Relatively more tiequent reports in 20t0 than 2009 (3.1o/o vs

Z.syo),but numbers low with only two double-digit days before the
.+JC. By far the highest one-day count was 7124 Raritan 4JC=538
(previous higlr for that count : 105). This wiut also a national 4JC

ttigt, for 201-0. overlapping broods suggested by fresh and worn
inOiviauah in mid-June, when number of reports clearly increased.

Few reports between 6125 and 7110, followed by a resurgence
through rnid-July. These continued with daily reports, occtuiionally
double digit, rhrough9125. Only two Oct reports, the latest L0l2l
SOM:Wilren TwP [JS=l].

Tawny-edged Skipper: SUS:KVSP records on 5/10 and 5ll3 tTHl
ptrrrde th;previous early record of 511412002. Max of 97 on7l24
Raritan 4JC exceeded previous high for this count of 37 , and was

much higher than maximum counts for 2007 -2009. It was also a
national 4JC high for 2010.

Crossline Skipper: Number of observations relatively similar to
2007 -2009. Four June records, then almost daily through July,
becoming less frequent in early Aug. All but two records are from
SUS or MOR.

Long Dash: Another local species, where reports fluctuate from
year to year depending on visits to favored tocations. Only six
reports, earliest on 5/22 MOR:Schooley Mtn [JS=3], beats previous
early record of 5/2412002. Four records frorn MOR and two from
SUS, the latest on 5l3l Sus:Stillwater Twp Bear Creek WMA &
Arctic Meadows [SW,WW] and MOR:Schooley M6r [mob:80+]..

Northern Broken-Dash: Relatively fewer reports (68=0.8%) in
Z0l0 than 2009 (43:1.00 ). Once one of the commonest early-
summer skipp€F, this species has been uncommon in cNJ in recent
years. The nuritun 4JC average w:ul 17 for 1988-1998 and 11 for
lggg-2010, with only one individual in 2010 the lowest ever.
Although recorded alrnost daily after 6110, observations increased
greatly from 7/ll to7118. Only four Aug records, the latest 8/19
SUS:AT Lands [VC:l].

Little Glassywing: 2010 also seemed to be a low year for this
species with 8l reports (4.9oh) compared with 56 reports in 2409
(l.i4o), [t wrul rnissed for only the 2nd time on the Raritan 4JC,

After a612 MlD:Plainsboro report [HK=IJ and scattered reports on
6/6 and 6/8, seen almost daily from 6lll to 7112 with a clear peak of
double-digit days from 6120 to 6126. Only four records from 7ll4 to
7128, and no Aug records.

Sachem: Status in 2010 similar to 2009, but less frequent than
2008. Two records on 5/8 SOM:Somerset [PW=IJ and PAS:Ganett
M61 [PW=2J, followed by single records on 5125 and 611,6, before
becoming regular in July, and numerous in mid-Aug. Last seen

1l/3 SOM:Somerset Farms [PW=l] (previous late record
1 l/l t200s).

Arogos Skipper: Only one report of this endangered species at a

traditional powerline colony site 6130 MOR:Randolph Twp [WW'
SW, TH = 3 or 4J. Access is no longer perrnitted on the Kenvil site.

Delaware Skipper: Proportionally fewer records in 2010 than in
previous yeani, but three Sept records all noted as "fresh" indicates
an unusual late brood. Latest on 9123 Sus:Andover Twp
[SW,WW-I] (previous late date 91112004).

Mulberry Wing: Status similar to previous years. 26 reports
including a record early report 6125 Sus:Whittingharn [mob:3].
Previous early record 612712004. Reports scattered tluough July to
7 /21.

llobomok Skipper: Relative status fairly constant in recent years.
Record early date of 5/5 SUS: Whittingharn [JB,MB=I] (previously
51712002 & 2006). Reported almost daily from 5l13 to 6/19,
followed by a one-week gap to two 6125 sightings. Next reported on
7 /ll, one of four scattered July records.

Ztbulon Sktpper: More frequent than in 2009, but relatively fewer
reports than in 2A07 and 2008. Five records in first half of May
followed by almost daily reports from 5l14 to 6117. Only four
reports from 6120 to7ll9, then reported almost daily to 8/31, with a
cliar peak (including double digis) in the 8/7 to 8/17 period. Five
Sept reports to 9/15 SUS: Whittingham [SW,WW=I ].

Broad-winged Sktpper: Relatively fewer reports in 2010 than
2007-2009, but high counts onTlll MER:Mercer 4JC=34 and 7127

Raritan 4IC=l l, in gardens away from "typical" Phragmites habitat.
Maxirnu m 7 125 BER:DeKorte [mob: I 0Gt'J.

Dlon Skipper: Only five 2010 reports is fewer than in recent
years. Earliest 6/25 Sus:Whittingham [rnob:8]. Other sightings
mainly on Great Swamp and Raritan 4JC, where a single individual
found at the MID:Monroe cut [JSJ.

Black Dash: Fewer records than in recent years. First on 612 at
SUS:AT Lands [VQ=l] and also on 6/l I and 6115, all preceding the
previous early date of 612012044.

Dun Skipper: Frequency of reports relatively stable 2007-2010.
Three reports on May 2g-30,then none until 6/ll, after which it was
reported nearly daily through 6120. Double digils begin appearing
6125 and continue to Sll4,i.tggttting a large t Zil brood, with
increased reports particularly in the 715 to 7ll5 interval. 10 reports
from 8/17 to 915 may represent a late brood'

Dusted Sklpper: Six records frorn 5/15 to 6/ll with ahigh count of
1l on 5/15 MoR:Mountainside Pk [JG].

Pepper-and-Salt Skipper: Three observations 5l2l to 615 with up
to iln usual place, roadsides in SUS:High Pt. St. Park. Regularly
nectars on Wild Geranium.

Common Roadside-Skipper: None in 2010, compared with single
records in 2007, 2008, and 2009. This is an inconspicuous and
elusive species. No 2010 visits to Yards Creek or Raccoon Ridge
where previously found.

Ocola Skipper: Only one record 916MQN:Sandy Hook [VC=l].
Last seen in 2007 .
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Cot4gyAg;-lhe following people contributed sightings and are indicated by bracketed initials in the text & table 1.
D_.Amadio [DAl, J.Arkin-[JAl, P.Bacinski[PBl, F.Bader [FBt, B.Barkley [BBl, A.badow [AB2], S.Bames [SBt, B.Barouch
[p_az;, lu.q11e!t tltBl, A.Baytas $Bf, T.Bea!1" F_a] M.Britt [MB2l, J.Burger UB2l, J.burgier tJel, o.aimlioe 1oe;,J_.connor [JCl, V.corsello [VCl, s,Galick tscJ,]..Qlgstoerg 1Jc1,,lilt.c_ocnted [MGl, T.Haitiwil Jinl, a.naicimin 1iin1,G.Himber [GH], A.Hoffenberg [AHl, G.HowelllGH2], f.lawioziti [TJt, F_.&J. KairaniFq, x.xeatiirg tkKl, S.Ketrer lbKl,'
W.-fg{ing9r I{[!, H.Kindervatter [Htcl, A.Koster [AKl, J.Lampkin-[JLi, c.&M. lecr tbq, S.Lee tsil, .r.rriickee tlui,E&G.Mahler [EMl, C..{lnooO [CJt{f, R.Muldormey_[RMt, P.Murriy [eU1, f.ae.ptiifdr 1rn1, nrt.n6irock [Mpl, R.iaois
lRfl, S.Richart [SRl, KRisdon [K$, S.Ros9{9ryls|2l, D.Schutinln 1bs1, o.scnweitsLr tbs2l, .l.Scoti UScl;p.len_oglbaq_tqs_I,!..qpringqpsl, T.sudol[|-s!,^Llyilivan [FSt, c.suiton-[csJ, p.sutton iesl, k.swaindtrsi, D.Torino
[_D!' _c.vosg! tcwl, r..Vosel [wl, s. wainqris-!! tlllt s.wa-nd6r tgwl, [W9{0e11v1nry1, F.rniioer tFW1 b.\ iitrams [Cwl,PWilliams [Pl 4, K.Wikowski[(VVl, J.WrigqtUWl, C.v$uda tcv\fyl. hAenannfiOlfSii AT=Appilactrian trait,
l(/SP=Kittatinny Valley State Park, DWGNM=Delaware Watbr e-ap NEiionat nffiiarea. mob=many observers.

South Jersey Butterlly Log Resultsr 2010: The Year of the Buckcye?
Jack Connor

Our third year of gathering butterfly sightings on a shared Google spreadsheet drew approximately 60
observers who contributed more than 13,400 butterfly observations- We found 93 specles in the rtut.',
southem eight counties (Oceaq Btrlingtorl Camden, Atlantic, Gloucester, Salem, Cumberland, and Cape
May), and most observers seemed to agree that 2010 wzu an excellent year for butterflies. Many
participants noted it was the best season in a long time, and a few of us might even have claimed it was .1he
best I can remembe/'if anyone listening would trust our shaky memories.

In order of frequency, our most reported species were Cabbage White (90Gr reports of 600Gr
individuals) Monarch (800+ reports of l3,00Gf individuals), Red Admirat (800+ reports), Sachem (700+
reports), Common Buckeye (-700 reports), Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (600+ repoft), American Lady (500+
reports), Orange Sulphur (450+ reports), Spicebush Swallowtail (-450 reports),and Eastem Tailed-Blue
(-450 reports).

Both Red Admiral and Common Buckeye numbers seemed notably up from recent years. Red
Admirals were our most reliable species, recorded on 148 of the 155 days beir"een April 296 and October l.
Buckeyes flew in numbers throughout the year and were often spectacuiarly abundant from early September
into mid-October. Migrating Buckeyes out-numbered Monarchs along the coastline (and elsewh.r"j or, "number of occasions with single observers recording tripledigit totalJon many days. The two peak days
werc9/22 and l0/18, when single observers (Stephen Mason at Cape May Staie Park and Wi11 kerling at
Avalon) estimated more than a thousand individuals had passed blthem.-
September l9th brougbt an enorrnous flight of monarchs through Cape May Poinl guesstimates exceeded
100'000 individuals. Unfortunately, none of them entered their estimationi into our-log.

At the other end of the spectnrm, more than a dozen species were recorded on thr., o."*ions orfewer: Bronze Copper, Edwards' Hairstreak, Oak Haimtreak, Meadow Fritillary, Georgia Satyr, Clouded
S-$PPer, Mulberry Wing, Dion Skipper, Dusted Skippea Common Roadside-Stippo, *1""1as European
skipper (9nly 3 reports, l0 individuals), a surprisingly uncommon species in Soutir Jersey),

The fall night of southern species was a good one in Cape May County, and included Sleepy Orange(8 reports, 7127'lll22), Long-tailed Skipper (2 reports on 9/18, possibly the same individual), Fiery-Skipper
(100+ reports, 7124-llll7), Brazilian Skipper (l record, 8ng), and daily multiple counts of Linle yellow
(7/22-10/31), including two days (9/l I and 9/18) of triple-digit totals ui cupe May point State park. On the
other hand there were only 2 records of Ocola Skippers.

Four species recorded in 2009 went unreported in 2010: Giant Swallowtail, Edward's Azure, Black
Dash, and most troubling perhaps, Leonard's Skipper, which was not found even in its one reliable colony at
the Mannumuskin River Preserve. The last adult butterflies reported were two Red Admirals, seen
separately in Cape May County on ll/29. Thanks to all observers for their diligence, alertness, and
carefully-entered reports. A special shout-out goes to Will Kerling and Dave Amadio, who inspired and led
our group with many thousands of entries.
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BUTTERFLY SPECIES TO TRACK IN 2O1I compiteO and updaied by Sharon Wander I

ir
KNOWN/FOTENTIAL N O RTIVC E N TRA L J E RSEY L OCATION g COMMENTS

EANVESTER
l7 (rno:t frorn I

location) 1t29 - l0n0

Stg:rd! of bcccUddcr infestcd wrth woolly aphidr. MOR: Brooksida Parlq Dbtml
Haruony Nat Arer Schoolcry Mm, Mounainridc Parh: SOM: Schcruan'Hoftrann (onc
repct in 2010); SUS: Flatbrook-Rry_@!

BRONZE COPPERT 6 6t6 -9124
Errauc: SUS: AT Landt (Cansl Rd[ Vernon; Flatbrooknllc; P$liru Kill Wlv{A-
Frankfor4 possrtlg c w

BOG COPPEN I 6122 - 719

Acid bogr with crurbcrry hostplrnt MID: Jurcsburg Counry Park (alre Hclmata); SUS:

Mashiprong Bog (not public)
2010 Msshipacong visit spoilcd by poc
wcathcr.

CONAL HAINSTRIAK 5 6t8 - A5
Erratc rn nNJ. MON: Big Broolq Sandy Hook MOR: Schoole/r Mt, Willowurcod?
SUS: DWGNRA (no 2010 rcpcts fron SU$W4ry1 _

ACADIAI{ EAIruNREAK NOIYE (SINCE 2m5) 6129 - 7112 Nea shnrb wrllowr. SUS: fenr (e.9, Spara)

EDWARIN' EAINSTNEAK I 6n5 - 8n
Nea: Scnrb Oak. SUS: Cratcr LakG Rd., Stickcls Pond R4 Hamhrrg Mt., Sr.srisc Mt,,
KVSP, AT abovo Mecca lrkc; WAR Yardr Crcsl

STRIPED EAIRSTREAK 9 5f7 - 8n4
Erratic. BER:Flat Rock Brooh MOR: Schoolql: Monteguc Twp., Randolph Twp.
(pcrsrstart colony at Combs Hollow Rd- rarlhcad); S!S:C14q @

Usudly singlo indivrduds at scanened
locatronr

&ISTENN PINE ELFIN 2 4ltt - 6n
Ner pinc atu&. MtD: Cheescquekc SP; MON:Attairc? SUS: Crzts Lakc Rd.,
R atbrookviltc, W8lpsck Must bc elscwhcrc ncar pbct

APPAIACEIAN AZURT 6 sts - 6t30
Near stsrdr of BlacL Cohostr hostpluc HUN: Mt Cushcnrnh Toucr Hill Rcs.; MER:
Bal@t! Mt; SUS: Culvc/r Grp arcr; SOM: Soq{t44jgQlrecords from BER' MOR

S ILVER- BO R,DENE D FruTILLI\I 1 5n - en1

v-st s..e5.t

Parlq Mqntr Millr ps lino; Monroo grt linq Pigco Srmnp (forocrV?)
MON:Engtishtonm grr luq Monsrouth Banlcficld SP? Owl Hcvcn? OCEA}{: Buncrfly
Bogr? SUS: Cratcr Lato Rd, Bhrc Mt Lalra _._,-

lHoqlurs atc vanout vrolctr irrcluding r

llarrc+teavcd-. !

HANruS CEECKf,,NSFOT NONE (SII{CE 6ln - aT

6n-8n

In wc mcadours wrth stmd! of Flat+oppcd Whitc Astcr.Fcmcrty MOR: Arvcn Mcadw
(Rockgwty Tntp ),I-alcc Denmarl? Troy Mcadowr?l SUS: Ogdcnshrg; UM: Passaic

Rivcr Pnt (Strmmlt)

lawav @ sus.

Vcry bridwindow, so mark your
cdcnderl

BALTIMORE CFEC KENSFOT' 1

MTLBE RT S TO RTOISESEELL NONE (SINCE W',-
5122 -1nl

len**su* srr"cr@ rn-D*GNRt,qT l.'dr & wellkiu
lmw- vernqr

-t- -

lgtrdic. MOR: Mountaursido Park PAS:Ringurood SP; StiS: KVSP, AT kttdt Vcrnoq
lC.rtcr Lakc Rd"HOARY EDGE t2

DNEAIIY DUSKYTYINGTT 7 4n8 - 6126

Numbcr of rcporr and irdividuelr way down. MON: Assunpink WlvtA; SOM: Sorrlaod
MB.; MOR Wildcd Ridgo WMA; HUN: Cushctrnk Mtrr.hcscrvc; SUS: Sprrtr Mtn
Wtv{A

Should bo mcs widcsprcad thm limited
rocordr indiceta

SLEEPY DUSKYTYING 0-

t2

!LW_
4t30 - 9ll9

Near Scrub oaL hosplant HUN: Milford Bluft (nonc in 2009); SUS: found or Crata
LaLc Rd.in ZOG);to bo lookcd fr at High Pornt SP, othcr Kittdtnry Ridgp sitcs, nrch as

ittrc Edrrrdc'Heintrcah sitc * ATrTvlcccr l*a?
Erratic. BER: Meadowlur&; MON:AssunPink; SOM: Ncgfi Nepotc; SUS Hy1rr Humuq
DWGNRA Bcs

ThgrlMlugl be othcrlge'lonsl _

CODTMON SOOTY1VTNG

Formcrty wrdcspread and evcn colrrmott
in cNJ.

ARCTIC SKIPPER NONE (SfiCE 5t20 - 6121 Stokcr S.F.t; northsn NJ. Check ql stmdt of Wild

T,EOIIIARII'S SISPPER 4 a8 - gnt
Very locd m 5u5: KYJts, vernon
SOM recordr.

rcccot

COBWEB SKIPPEN 4 4lT2 - 6lll MON: Thompcsr Parlq, MOR Mounarnsi& Parlq Boonton; SUS: Flatbrookullo

LONG DASE 6 5t22 -'t t8
ilforvnroo4 Mendhmr; Schoolcy Mm.;SUS: Vemon AT

Landa High Poist/Stokcc SF, Flatb'rooknlc, Swartsroo4 Walprck; WAR: Whito L-ako.

AROGOS SKIPPER I

lptrces rn Succasunnr Plairu area of Randolph/Roxbrrry Turys.wrtb Linlo Blucstcm-

lUOn' Kenvrl (this colony no longcr acccssrblc); Randolph T*ry. Powtrlinc (also not
d3O - AZ lpubtic whero it crossa MCMUA lar&).

l3a rn a srnglc location on the powcrlinc

lrn 2010. Chcck suiteblc grasslurds rn
lHuN parl systenr-appcentty seco thcre

lby a starc biologlst in 20t0.

DIOTI SKIPPEN 5 6t20 - at iUm: Pigcffi Swary & Helmat+ Moruoe; SUS: Hyryer Humus, Whittrngham; MOR:
Geat Swarnp I-I\MR

DUSTEI' SKIPPER 6 snf - 6120 iUOn: Mouaarnsr& Parlq Wrldcat Ridgo; SUS: KVS?, Flatbrooknllc

PE?PER AND SALT SKIPPEN 3 itrg - etzl iHuX,gctrclehan Tup.; SUS: High Point SP

CO}TMON ROADSIDE.SISPPEN 0 5n4 - 8ll
lerratic. MON: Allare SP; WAR: Yards Creek (not opcn to public), Raccoon Ridgc, AT
:nes Camp Mofucgr

I Wrllkill Bronzc Coppcrr-iult oul of stric: by Sh.ro! rud lYrdc Wrndcr

singlctons) in Ncw Jcrscy io 2010, including thc Appatachian Tnil in Vcmoo, Spate Mouatab and Canal Road

sscnr! to Dref6.
l lt2
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FOURTII OF'JULY COUNTS FOR 2OTO

Seven 'lJcs were conducted in our area in 2010. Several themes are apparent The timing of the season and of some counts
resulted in some new records and new misses. Bad weather interfered with some counts. Eastern Tiger and Spicebush
Swallowtails were very high on several counts, while Sulphun, Great Spangled Fritillary and Pearl Crescent tended to be low.
Most counts were slightly below their all-time average for number of individuals.

NATIONAL HIGHS FOR LOCAL FOT]RTII OF JULY COUNTS
Locally, several NJ countr and the Northern Westchester 4IC contributed North Amcrican high counts for
13 specicl, most of them skippers.

Source: NABA Butterflv Counts 2010 Rcr.9. ounts e
Specic & total # of counts
recording it in 20f0

Namc of count with 2010
North American high
count

2010 Max
Individuals

All time
Record High
Count

American Copper (94) Northern Westchester, NY 846 2976
American Lady (252) Cumberland, NJ 3r0 800
Appalachian Brown (91) Springdale, NJ 78 259
Hayhursfs Scallopwing ( l8) Cape May, NJ 20 r5l
Wild lndieo Dusbnving ( I l3) Northern Westchester, NY r58 348
Pecks Skipper ( 106) Raritan Canal, NJ 538 644
Tawny-edged Skipper ( 135) Raritan Canal, NJ 97 448
Crossline Skipper (87) Northern Westchester, NY 25 r38
Little Glassywing (lM\ Northern Westchester, l{Y t26 835
Rare Skipper (5) Cumberland, NJ 49 t0l
Mulbeny Wing (40) Northern Westchester, NY t74 185
Aaron's Skiprr (9) Cumberlan4 NJ 26 s62
Black Dash (36) Northern Westchester, NY 68 459

DIIKE FARIVIS COUNT June 26,2010 Michacl Gochfeld
Contrary to good practice, and after much discussion, the Duke 4JC was moved a month early to coincide with the
BioBlitz organized by Nellie Tsipoura. This plan will be continued in 201 l. Although results ar€ not comparable
with the late-July counts, the species count (32) and individual count (94E) were very similar to previous years.
However, 17 of 32 species had new high counts. Only European Skipper and Little Glassywing were new.

SAIYDY HOOK COIINT July l,2010 Kevin Keating
Sandy Hook 4JC onTll/2010 encountered perfect weather, sunny with low wind. It recorded 36 species, six more
than previous high, although not unusually high numbers. New to the list were Little Yellow, Juniper Hairstreak,
Viceroy, Common Wood-Nymph, and Sachem. The Little Yellow was the earliest 2010 record for anywhere in NJ,
and was followed three weeks later by the beginning of an unprecedented influx of this southern immigrant.

GREAT SWAMP COUNT July 3,2010 Chris Williems
The weather was very unsettled and counts were generally low. The species count of 3E was 2d lowest and

below the average of 43.3 species. The2132 individuals was below the average of 3078. There were no new
species or no notable misses. 92 Mulberry Wing was an all-time high and 67 Great Spangled Fritillaries was an all-
time low.

SPRINGDALE COIJNT July 10,2010 Wade Wander
Rain delayed start of count until l0:30, then it was cloudy and unseasonably cool until midafternoon. Prolonged hot
and dry weather preceding count may have caused some species such as Mourning Cloak and Compton
Tortoiseshell to aestivate. Unusual spring weather was certainly responsible for the early emergence of second
broods of some species like Tawny-edged Skipper. and Common Ringle! and early disappearance of single-
brooded species such as European and Hobomok Skippen.
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In addition to the below-average 47 species, 7 more were encountered on count week. Giant Swallowtail
was new for count, bringing cumulative total to 77. Overwintering in NJ (actually within the count circle) was
confirmed this year, .nO ttr" species appears to be well established in limestone areas, where its prickly-Th
foodplant gro*i. New high count of 174 for EasternTiger Swallowtail (previous: E0). Only I Edwards'Hairstreak
was countJd where about I l0 were seen at same location on June 19. Second consecutive extremely poor year for
Banded Hairstrealc. Early emergence ofNorthern Metalmark resulted in only a few very worn individuals left on
count day. The 6 Great Spangled Fritillaries was an all-timc low. 27 Wild Indigo Duskywings was a new high.

GREENBR(X)K SAI\ICTUARY COIINT July 11' 2010 Nency Slowik
Count is confined to the Sanctuary. 7 counters tatlied l0 species including one Pipevine Swallowtail, which

is a characteristic species of the Pipevine+lad Palisades.

MERCERCOTTNT Juty 11'2010 FrankBrder
The overall totals were 36 ipecies and2704 individuals. New for the coun! was the Tawny Emperor. We missed
Dun Skipper for the fgst ti;e. Eastern Tiger and Spicebush Swallorvtails wene much higherthan previous high
counts aoi thu Little Glasslnring and Great Spangled Fritillary and Pearl Crescent numbets werc low. Over the 8
years the species count averaged 37.8 and the individuals 3236.

WALLKILL RryER NTYR COIINT July 17' 2010 Iftn Witkowsld
The 38 species and 1593 individuals was arp-ve the 2ffi9 and slightly below thg ZOO! counts. Giant Swallowtail
(now bet'ieved to b€ breeding on the refuge), Spicebush Swallovvtail; and American Snout welt new to thc count

RARITAN CANAL COttNT July 24' 2010 Michael Gochfeld
Thc count was about one week later than averagc. The 39 species was slightly below the average of the past l0
yea6. A fresh Zabulon, mid-summer broo{ was a first count r€cord, probabty duc to the lateness of the count
matctring the earliness of the season. Eastern Tiger and Spicebush Swallon'tails, and Silver-spottd Least,and
Broad-winged Skippers were new high counts. The Peck's Skipper (53t) and Tavmy-edged Skipper (97) were new
high counts'and also national higlr counts. For the first time Pipevine Swallowtail larvae were detected from a
tenuously established population in Somerset.

BAITING FOR BUTIERFLIES -ETI EN T{AIILER
Baiting is commonly used for attracting moths, and is used in the hopics for trapping butterflies. [t also works in
New Jersey.

t sta* wittr a very ripe banana, usually one that had been frozen. To the mashed bananas, I add some
molasses, and some beerto thin it out I keep it in a covered plastic container on the porch for several days. [t
ripens very quickly in thc summer heat.

I po* so*r into a dish hangrng from a tree outside the window where I work. I mostly have activity in the
mornings and late aftemoons. Addingi bit of orange juice will help prevent it from drying out too quickly in the
dish.

Other over-ripe fnrit (plums, nectarines), could be added, but the banana is the important
ingredient. There are lots of formulas out there. I fotrnd this the easiest, and the ingcdiegs rnott_
u*it"bl". For exarnple, in early Augutl my bait atEacted Eastern Comma, Appalachian Brown, Red
Admiral, Red-spotted Ptrple, and Hackberry Emperor (new forour yafd).

ADDED NOTE ON SUMMER AZI.JRE
We have been using June I as an arbifary cut-offbetween Spring and Summer (or "spring" Spring and
..Summet''Spring Azures. It seems to work pretty well. Away from known Appalachian Azure sites,
there were only two 2010 anxe reports between May 16 and June l, the latter on May 29, probably a

Summer Azur€. "summer Azures emerged here in southeastem Pennsylvania in explosivE fashion on May 26th.
This yea/s first brood is very pale on the venter with reduced to no black maculations. This pattem is no doubt the
resuli of the heat in the last-two weeks white final adult phenotype is consttrcted in the chrysalis.'(D.Wright 5-31-
20111
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4th of July Butbrfiy Countr - 2010 Compiled by Tom Halliwell

Pipevine Swallouilail
Black Swallowtail
Glant Swallouilail
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
Spicebush Swallowtail.
Cabbaso Whib
Clouded Sulphur
Sulphur sp. (h'hite bmalel
Orango Sulphur
Litdr Yellow
Arnerlcan Copper
Coral Hairutrual
EdrardC Halntreak
Banded Hairrtreak
Strlpod Haintreak
Juniper Haintnak
Gray Haintreak
Red-banded Hairstreak
Earbrn Taifed-Blur
"Summef Azule
Northern tetalmart
Arnerlcan Snout
Variesabd Fritillarv
Gtuet Spengled Fritifhrv
S llver-borderod Fritillarv
teadow Fritllary
Pead Crcccent
Quecdon tert
Angbwing rp.
Earbrn Gomrne
Mournlnf, Cloak
Arnerican LadI
Lady rp.
Painbd l.adt
Red Admiral
Common Buckcvo
"Red€pobd Purpb'
Vlcerov
Hackbeny EmDenor
Tawny Emperur
Northern Pearlv-Eve
Appalachian Brown
Litilo Wood€atvr
Comrnon Rlnglet
Gomrnon UUood+ivmph
tonarch
Silverepotbd Sklpper
Southern Cloudtping
Horace't Durkvwing
Wild lndlso Durlmving
Common Checker"d€kipp
Comrnon Sootnning
Swertltv Sklpper
Leart Skipper
European Skipper
Peck'l Skipper
Tawny-edged Skipper
Grprslint Skipper
Northern Brpken'Dalh
Litde Glarsnring
Sachem
Delawarp Skipper
tf,ulberrv tfVlng
Zabulon Sklpper
Broad-winged Skipper
Dion Skipper
Blacl Darh
Dun Skipper

TOTAL SPECIES
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3
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1
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1

1
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1

83
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19
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4
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3
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7
1

,2
3
1

1

1
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2
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48
2

89
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6
2

3
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2
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491

1

v
1

2
7

7
11
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26
16

114
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3
1
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3
16
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2
2
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38
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18
4
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35
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1

4

t
I
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19
3
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I
1
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7

1
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1

15
4
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I
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7
4
I
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1
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2
5
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The Pearlv-Eye 2010 is a publication of the NABA
North Jersey Butterfly CIub, a chapter of the North
American Butterfly Association lnc,(NABA). lt is
intended to highlight activities of the club and to
provide an overview of the status of butterflies in
central and northem New Jersey in 2008 (from
Mercer and Monmouth counties north).
Editor for 2010 -Michael Gochfeld
Editor for 2011-Jim Springer

Submit sightings to springer@naba.org

The CIub meets on the first Tuesday of the month
(except in July when there is usually no regular
meeting and in November when it meets 2N
Tuesday) at 7:30 pm in the Haggerty Education
Center of the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, 53 East
Hanover Avenue, Monistown, NJ. A list of field
trips, directions to meetings, and other useful
information can be found on the chapte/s website
at http://'rrruvrr. naba. orq (click on chapters).

Membership in the NABA-North Jersey Butterfly
Club is included with annual membership in the
North American Butterfly Association. (NABA
Membership Services, 4 Delaware Road,
Monistown, NJ 07960 or go to website:
http : //'amnv. n a b a . o rq for fu rther i nform ation

2O1O NABA.NORTH JERSEY

The officers for 2011-2012 are:

Charlie Mayhood. President cbird151@optonline.net
Wade Wander Vice-president wander&ernbaqmail.com
Deedee Bumside, treasurer
dedeebu mside@opton I ine. net
Alice Koster, secretary ajkoster@aol.com

SCHEDULED IUEETINGS FOR 2O1O

Jan. 5 "Borer Moths of NJ and Neighboring States" Tony
McBride
Feb. 2 "How Some Butterflies Get Their Names: A Personal
Selection" Jeff Glassberg
Mar. Z"Fantna of Costa Rica" Chris and Paula Williams, Fred
and Patty Pfeifer
Apr. 6 ""Banners, Beauties, Bluewings, and Baytas-Ay
Caramba!" Mexico trip, Part 1 Wade Wander
May 4 "Skippers From A Top Vieu/' Sharon Wander
June 1 'This Could Be ln Your otrn Backyard" John Ynzarry
July-no meeting
Aug. 3 "Amazonian Brazil-Butterflies, Moths and Harpies"
Glenn Mahler
Sept. 7 "Northem NJ Mill$eeds (and the critters that love
them)" Tom Halliwell
Oct 5 "Mexican Butterflies Part 2" Jirn Springer
Nov. 9 "Odonates" Alan Barlow
Dec. 14 "Members' Nighf'


